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LOVING GOD, GOVERNMENT, AND OTHERS 
September 7 & 8, 2024 

Romans 13:1-14 (NLT)  
Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes 
from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by 
God. So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God 
has instituted, and they will be punished. For the authorities do not strike 
fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. 
Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and 
they will honor you. The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. 
But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have 
the power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very 
purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong. So you must submit to 
them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep a clear conscience.  
 

Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers 
need to be paid. They are serving God in what they do. Give to everyone 
what you owe them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those who 
collect them, and give respect and honor to those who are in authority. 
 

Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If 
you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. For 
the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not 
murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other such 
commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfills the 
requirements of God’s law. 
 

This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. 
Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The 
night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So remove 
your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right 
living. Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to 
see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in 
sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 
Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires. 
 

God’s 4 Purposes for Government: 
 

1. _____________ human life.  
 

Exodus 20:13 (NLT) 
You must not murder. 
 

2. _____________ for personal and property rights.  



Exodus 20:14-17 (NLT) 
“You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify 
falsely against your neighbor. You must not covet your neighbor’s 
house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female 
servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 

3. _________________ resolving disputes between people. 
 

Deuteronomy 1:12-13 (NLT)  
But you are such a heavy load to carry! How can I deal with all your 
problems and bickering? Choose some well-respected men from 
each tribe who are known for their wisdom and understanding, and I 
will appoint them as your leaders.  

 

4. ____________ law breakers. 
 

Romans 13:4 (NLT) 
The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are 
doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power 
to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of 
punishing those who do what is wrong. 

 

1 Peter 2:13-14 (NLT)  
For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the king 
as head of state, or the officials he has appointed. For the king has 
sent them to punish those who do wrong and to honor those who do 
right. 

 

As a Christian, I am a citizen of two worlds:  
 

• A citizen of ______________. 
 

Ephesians 2:19 (NLT) 
So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You 
are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of 
God’s family. 

 

• A citizen of my __________________.  
 

Luke 20:22-25 (NLT)  
Now tell us—is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” He saw 
through their trickery and said, “Show me a Roman coin. Whose 
picture and title are stamped on it?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. “Well 
then,” he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to 
God what belongs to God.” 
 

Acts 5:29 (NLT)  
But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than 
any human authority.” 

 

6 Actions for Loving God, Government, and Others: 
 
_____________.  

 
Romans 13:8a (NLT) 
Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. 
 

Psalm 37:21 (TPT)  
[The wicked] break their promises, borrowing money but never paying it 
back. The good man returns what he owes with some extra besides. 



 

_______________.  

 
Romans 13:8b-10 (NLT) 
If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. 
For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must 
not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other 
such commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to others, so love 
fulfills the requirements of God’s law. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-4a (TPT) 
If I were to speak with eloquence in earth’s many languages, and in the 
heavenly tongues of angels, yet I didn’t express myself with love, my 
words would be reduced to the hollow sound of nothing more than a 
clanging cymbal. And if I were to have the gift of prophecy with a 
profound understanding of God’s hidden secrets, and if I possessed 
unending supernatural knowledge, and if I had the greatest gift of faith 
that could move mountains, but have never learned to love, then I am 
nothing. And if I were to be so generous as to give away everything I 
owned to feed the poor, and to offer my body to be burned as a martyr, 
without the pure motive of love, I would gain nothing of value. Love is 
large and incredibly patient. 

 
______________.  

 
Romans 13:11 (NLT) 
This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. 
Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 
 

Proverbs 27:14 (NLT) 
A loud and cheerful greeting early in the morning will be taken as a curse! 
 

Ephesians 5:15-16 (TPT)  
So be very careful how you live, not being like those with no understanding, 
but live honorably with true wisdom, for we are living in evil times. Take full 
advantage of every day as you spend your life for his purposes. 

 
______________. 

 
Romans 13:12 (NLT) 
The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So 
remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor 
of right living. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-18 (NLT) 
A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of 
God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies 
of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, 
but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against 
mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly 
places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able 
to resist the enemy in the time of evil. 

(continued on next page) 



 

Ephesians 6:10-18  (continued) 
Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, 
putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 
For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that 
you will be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of 
faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on salvation as your 
helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray 
in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

 
_______________.  

 
Romans 13:13 (NLT) 
Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. 
Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in 
sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 
 

How? Live a life of Spirit–filled self-control. 

• No drug or alcohol abuse.  

• No sexual promiscuity, porn, or bizarre sexual living.  

• Only a life of harmony and pure love.  
 
Proverbs 13:10 (NLT)  
Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise. 

 
_______________.  

 
Romans 13:14 (NLT) 
Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires. 
 

Ephesians 4:22-24 (NLT) 
…throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is 
corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the Spirit renew your 
thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to be like 
God—truly righteous and holy. 
 

Philippians 2:5 (NCV)  
In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus. 
 

Philippians 2:6-11 (NCV) 
Christ himself was like God in everything. But he did not think that being 
equal with God was something to be used for his own benefit. But he gave 
up his place with God and made himself nothing. He was born as a man 
and became like a servant. And when he was living as a man, he humbled 
himself and was fully obedient to God, even when that caused his death—
death on a cross. So God raised him to the highest place. God made his 
name greater than every other name so that every knee will bow to the 
name of Jesus—everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. And 
everyone will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and bring glory to God the 
Father. 
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Romans 13:1-14 (NLT)  
Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes 
from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by 
God. So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God 
has instituted, and they will be punished. For the authorities do not strike 
fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. 
Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and 
they will honor you. The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. 
But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have 
the power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very 
purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong. So you must submit to 
them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep a clear conscience.  
 

Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers 
need to be paid. They are serving God in what they do. Give to everyone 
what you owe them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those who 
collect them, and give respect and honor to those who are in authority. 
 

Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If 
you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. For 
the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not 
murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other such 
commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfills the 
requirements of God’s law. 
 

This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. 
Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The 
night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So remove 
your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right 
living. Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to 
see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in 
sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 
Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires. 
 

God’s 4 Purposes for Government: 
 

1. Protect human life.  
 

Exodus 20:13 (NLT) 
You must not murder. 
 

2. Provide for personal and property rights.  



Exodus 20:14-17 (NLT) 
“You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify 
falsely against your neighbor. You must not covet your neighbor’s 
house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female 
servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 

3. Participate in resolving disputes between people. 
 

Deuteronomy 1:12-13 (NLT)  
But you are such a heavy load to carry! How can I deal with all your 
problems and bickering? Choose some well-respected men from 
each tribe who are known for their wisdom and understanding, and I 
will appoint them as your leaders.  

 

4. Punish law breakers. 
 

Romans 13:4 (NLT) 
The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are 
doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power 
to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of 
punishing those who do what is wrong. 

 

1 Peter 2:13-14 (NLT)  
For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the king 
as head of state, or the officials he has appointed. For the king has 
sent them to punish those who do wrong and to honor those who do 
right. 

 

As a Christian, I am a citizen of two worlds:  
 

• A citizen of Heaven. 
 

Ephesians 2:19 (NLT) 
So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You 
are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of 
God’s family. 

 

• A citizen of my community.  
 

Luke 20:22-25 (NLT)  
Now tell us—is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” He saw 
through their trickery and said, “Show me a Roman coin. Whose 
picture and title are stamped on it?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. “Well 
then,” he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to 
God what belongs to God.” 
 

Acts 5:29 (NLT)  
But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than 
any human authority.” 

 

6 Actions for Loving God, Government, and Others: 
 
Pay up.  

 
Romans 13:8a (NLT) 
Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. 
 

Psalm 37:21 (TPT)  
[The wicked] break their promises, borrowing money but never paying it 
back. The good man returns what he owes with some extra besides. 



 

Build up.  

 
Romans 13:8b-10 (NLT) 
If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. 
For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must 
not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other 
such commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to others, so love 
fulfills the requirements of God’s law. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-4a (TPT) 
If I were to speak with eloquence in earth’s many languages, and in the 
heavenly tongues of angels, yet I didn’t express myself with love, my 
words would be reduced to the hollow sound of nothing more than a 
clanging cymbal. And if I were to have the gift of prophecy with a 
profound understanding of God’s hidden secrets, and if I possessed 
unending supernatural knowledge, and if I had the greatest gift of faith 
that could move mountains, but have never learned to love, then I am 
nothing. And if I were to be so generous as to give away everything I 
owned to feed the poor, and to offer my body to be burned as a martyr, 
without the pure motive of love, I would gain nothing of value. Love is 
large and incredibly patient. 

 
Wake up.  

 
Romans 13:11 (NLT) 
This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. 
Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 
 

Proverbs 27:14 (NLT) 
A loud and cheerful greeting early in the morning will be taken as a curse! 
 

Ephesians 5:15-16 (TPT)  
So be very careful how you live, not being like those with no understanding, 
but live honorably with true wisdom, for we are living in evil times. Take full 
advantage of every day as you spend your life for his purposes. 

 
Gear up. 

 
Romans 13:12 (NLT) 
The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So 
remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor 
of right living. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-18 (NLT) 
A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of 
God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies 
of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, 
but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against 
mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly 
places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able 
to resist the enemy in the time of evil. 

(continued on next page) 



 
 

Ephesians 6:10-18  (continued) 
Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, 
putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 
For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that 
you will be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of 
faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on salvation as your 
helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray 
in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 

persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

 
Clean up.  

 
Romans 13:13 (NLT) 
Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. 
Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in 
sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 
 

How? Live a life of Spirit–filled self-control. 

• No drug or alcohol abuse.  

• No sexual promiscuity, porn, or bizarre sexual living.  

• Only a life of harmony and pure love.  
 
Proverbs 13:10 (NLT)  

Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise. 

 
Dress up.  

 
Romans 13:14 (NLT) 
Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires. 
 

Ephesians 4:22-24 (NLT) 
…throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is 
corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the Spirit renew your 
thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to be like 
God—truly righteous and holy. 
 

Philippians 2:5 (NCV)  
In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus. 
 

Philippians 2:6-11 (NCV) 
Christ himself was like God in everything. But he did not think that being 
equal with God was something to be used for his own benefit. But he gave 
up his place with God and made himself nothing. He was born as a man 
and became like a servant. And when he was living as a man, he humbled 
himself and was fully obedient to God, even when that caused his death—
death on a cross. So God raised him to the highest place. God made his 
name greater than every other name so that every knee will bow to the 
name of Jesus—everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. And 
everyone will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and bring glory to God the 
Father. 


